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10 THE 
Right Reverend Father in GOD 


WI I. LI A M 


Lord Biſhop of Cheſter. 


My LORD, 

HIS is the Second Time I appear in Print won 
| your Lordſhip*s particular Command, which [ apain 
tate the Boldneſ to publiſh, in Hopes your Lordſhig' 
Judgment and Approbation will adil Meiglit to my Rea 
' ſonings: As alſo to 14% myſelf for daring to appen 
. againſt, and ſo publickly to attack this Seat of the 
Scorners. For it would be unpardonable Cowardiz ti 
fear thoſe Deſpiſers of our Order, under the Patronay 
F ſuch an illuſtrious Ornament of it. 

One Circumſtance it may not be improper here to take 
Notice of, That at the 2 Time your Lordſhip cm 
to Mancheſter upon your Viſitation, you conſecrated 
| New Church, built there by the pious Contributions 

the Inhabitants and ſome Neighbouring Benefa@on, 
For the Mentioning of this may be a publick Vindicatim 
of that Town, from the Sin which therein I ſo fre) 

eclaim'd againſt: As that beautiful Structure is a Mr 
mument of their Piety, and a ſtanding Evidence bur 
much they honour and love our Order. 

That God would long continue your Lordſhip a Bleſſug 
zo this Church, and bleſs theſe my well-meant Endea 
vours in Vindication of her Clergy, is the hearty Prayer 


My LORD, 


Middleton, i 
Aug. 4. Your Lordſhip's moſt Dutiful Son 
1712. Is A 


and Servant, 


. 


HENRT NEW CO Mx. 


Nothing 
thority. 

But 
{elves « 
and to 
as fo m 

"Tis 
have, 1 
ſtand in 
and fox 
general 
in Pro 


us and 


= FF FY * , 
" : | ere 
— N * * 


1 


— ů — 


II r. 1.5. 
— Let no Man deſpiſe thee. 


mnt igt T is a Fact as notorious, as it is unjuſt and 
b I again unreaſonable, that no Sort of Miniſters are 
.Ordſoig' generally more deſpiſed by the Laity of their 
my Renn Communion, than we of the Eſtabliſhed 


0 appear WMCwrch of England. | 

of the A Papiſt almoſt as much adores the Sacrificer, 

er dive n he doth the Sacrifice of the Maſs: Honouring 

atrona Wand ſubmitting to the Prieſt even to Superſtition, 
though the Man be otherwiſe never ſo contempti- 


> to take ble. And Diſſenters generally pay a very great 
1p cm Deference to their Miniſters, maintaining them 
crated «i freely at their own Charges, though they have 
tions Nothing but a Toleration to ſupport their Au- 
fact, thority. | | 

dicatim But how common is it for Men, that call them- 
) frer WY ſelves Sons of our Church, to ſcoff at her Prieſts, 
s a MW and to laugh at all that ſhew them any Reſpect, 


ice bon WY as fo many Prieſt-ridden Fools ! 

"Tis true, we have, and bleſſed be God that we 
have, many, very many Friends, who, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe Reproaches, honour our Function, 
and for its Sake reſpect our Perſons: And they are 
generally Men in reality of no Religion, though 
in Profeſſion Members of our Church, who treat 
us and our Office ſo ſcurvily. | 

However, ſince Religion and the Church are 
ſtruck at, through our Sides, it may well conſiſt 
with the Deſign of our Meeting, which is to ſe- 
cure and advance their Intereſt, to vindicate the 
Honour of their Miniſters. And this I ſhall have 

A2 Occa- 


Bleſſaꝶ 
Endes. 


rayer f 


on 


O ME. 


C4] 

Occaſion to do from the Apoſtle's Caution in the 
Text, Let no Man deſpiſe tbee. 

Which Words ſeem to have a double Aſpect; 
one toward the Laiiy, whom Titus, and in him ali All the 
other Biſhops and ſubordinate Paſtors, are com- cafty Pol! 

nded ro ex hort and rebuke with all Authority, that Whemetriue 
they entertain all their Exhortations and Reproofs Whecauſe the 
with a becoming Regard, - and by no Means to All tho! 
deſpiſe them: And the other on the Clergy, who in Wir the Rig 
the Perſon of Titus, are all here cautioned to have Nyman, 
4 juſt Regard to the Honour of their Function, and 


jucheth #2 
haſt vo 


4 
110 


uniſter 11 
ſo to behave themſelves as to give no Man any juſt A thoſ 
Occaſion to deſpiſe them. iitred 

I ſhall therefore conſider theſe Words: ck religh 

I, As they are a Caution to the Laity, not to cafional] 
_ deſpiſe the Clergy. Ilion's Sal 
II. As a Caution to the Clergy, to fe no Oc- Ul tho 
c caſion to any to deſpiſe them: Anc leaſt 
III. Then conclude with a ſeaſonable Inference ien, but 
to both the one and the other. bs or F 
x, As theſe Words refpe& the Laity, they caution Wie Diſcou 
you to beware of deſpiſing the Clergy; God's Mi- WM All tho! 


niſters, and your Spiritual Governours and Paſtors. 
And to proceed more plainly, I ſhall ſhew you, 
I. Who they are that are guilty of this Sin. 
II. The Greatneſs and Heinouſneſs of it: And, miſhi 
III. What you of the Lait) are obliged to do, Wk 
to avoid ſo great a Guilt, . 
1. For the firſt, I- dare Appeal to every im- 
partial Man, whether we may not rank in this 
Claſs of Scorners, Deſpiſers of the Clergy, 
Not only all thoſe that take all Occaſions to rob 
m of any Part of their legal Maintenance; Wy we 
that envy them, or endeavour to wreſt from them Wi defan 
any Advantage or Immunity the Laws have ſettled 
on them; that flight the Cenſures, or that neglect I, very 


or vilifie the Sacraments of the Church: But allo, bs Char: 
All thoſe, who, though the Apoſtle Ft ever 

Lal. 6.6. hath fo expreſhy cammanded them that FaDeſpi 
| are taught, to communicate to him that W this A 
| | | zeacheth | 


by fe 
the Narberb in all good Things, never do their Paſtor the 
af voluntary Kindneſs, it they do him Juſtice : 


Mach more, 
n all W All thoſe, that repreſent the Clergy as ſo many 
cafty Politicians, who cry up Chriſtianity only as 
Demetrivs and his Fellow-Crattſmen did their Diana, 
kaauſe they live by it: | b 
All thoſe that under the Pretence of Pleading 
in the Right of the Church, level the Prieſt and the 
Layman, allowing the latter equal Authority to 
niſter in holy Things with the former: 
All thoſe, that flight the Offices of Religion ad- 
uniſtred by them, either quite 2 our pub- 
K religious Aſſemblies, or attending there only 
xaltionally for ſome temporal Intereſt, tor Fä- 
hon Sake, or for Fear of a Preſentment: 
All thoſe that come to hear Sermons, not with 
le leaſt Deſign to be made wiſer or better by 
tem, but only to make themſelves merry with the 
ps or Failings of the Preacher, or to burleſque 


:TENCEC 


wtion e Diſcourſe ; 

s Mi- WF All thoſe that ſtudy to invent, or delight to pro- 
altors, Wiwate any ridiculous Tale to the Diſparagement 
u, 2 Clergyman, and are never better pleaſed than 


1 


the Company of ſuch, whoſe Talent lies in 


ind, Winiſhing them with ſuch Materials for their pro- 
to do, War Converſation: 

| All thoſe, who in all Companies are in queſt af- 
y un: the Faults os Clergymen, that they may pub» 
1 this Wh them as far as their Correſpondence reaches: 

ln a Word, All thoſe that are glad of an Oppor- 

to rob Wiity to reproach or leſſen a Clergyman, and are 
ance; Why well-pleaſed to hear ſuch an one run down 
them Nd defamed. | | 
ettled WI Now, as no Man can deny, that there are ma- 
eglect very many, to whom the blackeſt Strokes in 
allo, it (haracter do belong, ſo none can doubt, but 
poſtle Wit cvery Man to whom any Part of it belongs. 
that WFiDeſpiſer of God's Miniſters, and a Tranſgreſſor 
| mn ls Apoſtolical Injunction: And, 
abet | 


2. 10 


61 
2. Jo deter ſuch from this Sin, I come now 1 
repreſent the Heinouſnefs of t, 2s it is inconſiſten t wit 


5 455 2 

Duty zo God, to his Clergy, and to your ſelves. Mt fe 
- Corfider your Duty to God from whom oy 4 do 
Office and Authority is derived, who expreſly command ii ud Mai 
von ro houour us, and whoſe bonour muſt needs ſuffer if vl; well 
oſt as we are e 5 dow can 
1. For the firſt, Not only Socinians and Onaker; hiſes ar 
but ſome late bold Writers in Favour of Deiſm our? 
have xidicuF'd the Diſtinction of Clergy and La z. Go 
as a mere humane Invention, and a Piece of Prieſfi e, any 
Craft, for the better Eſtabliſhment of their HonouMyenm for 
and Authority: In this joyning in the Cry with M amb: 
| rab and his ſacrilegious Crew, Ie take Tern 
Numb. 16. 3, too much upon you, ye Son; of Levi, ſes to Sinner 


ing all the Lords People are holy, and hd be 
as much Power to miniſter in holy Things as an 
of you. But what is this, but to invade God's A 
thority, to break down his Incloſures, and to den 
him a Power to make his own Officers? For Eccl 
ſiaſtical Authority derives its Original, neither fro 


ad, whi 
Ititution ? 
vl God's! 


ſelves in 


the Gift of the People, nor from the Favour of ti Hoſde ve. 
Crown, but from God's own Inſtitution. God til neve 
| Father ſent his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 1h; God, f 
Jo. 20. 21,23. ſent his Apoſtles, as his Father ſent hin , Lou 
| with a Power to ſend others, | an ou 
thereby hath provided a continual Succeſſion Mer their 
Paſtors, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, to the Word et be 
End, to govern in Spiritual Affairs, and to ofhicia,j 7 ang 
in holy Things. And how can any Layman h2\Wro«ther Y 
this Authority, who never had t1814 
Heb. 8. 4. Miſſion? No Man ought to take 1 Con 
bonour to himſelf, but he that is called wviſtrate 
God, as was Aaron. Conſider the Clergy tht ey deri: 
as an Order of Men, deriving their Original troW;e,. ign 


God's own Inſtitution; and all that honour epiſe a 
will be afraid of deſpiſing thoſe, that are inveliWhyy God 
with God's Authority: Eſpecially, ſince Words? A 
2. God hath expreſly commanded you to honour 9 e on ve 


71 
For 28 2 rſt . —— thoſe De- 

r imfelf, that 1. N 
oy any of thoſe whom he ent, ſo uke 10. 16 


ſelves by * he commands you to 
OM ou a dowble Honour, both of Reſpect 1 Tim. 5. 17. 
mand ad Maintenance, to the Elders that 
ſuffer Mule well, and labour in the Word and Dofrine. And 


how can any Man pretend to honour God, that de- 
piles any of thoſe whom God commands him to 
Mmour ? For, 


d Lai z. God's Honour muſt needs ſuffer, 


Pries, hen any ſuch are deſpiſed. God owns 2 Cor. g. 20. 
HonoulWtem for his Miniſters, his Stewards, 

with Colts Ambaſſadors, ſent by him to publiſh and offer 
Ie ade Terms, on which alone he will be reconciled 
2 to Sinners. And can Officers ſo nearly related to 
and ha 


God be deſpiſed, without affronting God himſelf, 
hoſe Commiilioners they are? Can they honour 
xd, who at once flight his Command and his In- 
ſitution? None ever attempt to leſſen the Eſteem 


s as an 
30d's A 
to den 


or Ecce Cod's Miniſters, who have not firſt ſinned them- 
ther troflves into a Contempt of God himſelf. So that 
ur of t!Wyhoſoever retains a due Regard to God's Honour, 
God ten never deſpiſe his Miniſters. And as Duty 
wriſt ; "to God, ſo 

ſent lin 2. Tour Duty to the Clergy themſelves, ought to re- 


ers, Al 
eſlion 
le World 
0 oficial 
nan hav 


nin you from deſpiſing them: Whether you con- 
aer their Aut bority, the Dignity of their Function, 
le Methods of their Education, the great Labours 
id Dangers to which their Office expoſes them, 
wether with the very great Uſefulneſs of it to the 


had told. 

take 0 I. Conſider their Authority. Civil ſubordinate 
15 ap lagiſtrates are honoured for that Authority, which 
gy ler derive from the Fountain of Honour, the 
— Vreraign and his Laws. How then dare any Man 
mour v! 


elpiſe a Miniſter, who derives his Commiſſion 
om God himſelf, the King of Kings, and Lord of 
ids? And tho the Authority of other Miniſters 
on very good Grounds called in tie" =: 

ct 
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Biſhop. or Paſtor. The Shepherds was an eaſie 
Office in thoſe Eaſter: Countries, where his Sheep 
had learnt to follow him, and to diſtinguiſh bis fon: 
the Voice of Strangers : But now the Caſe is alter'd, 
ſys Dr. Hammond, in one of his Sermons. Our 
Sheep will not lead fo eaſily, but muſt be followed; 
and the Voice of Strangers, that would lead them 
out of the Way, 1s harkened to and admired, when 
their 'own Paſtor's is not regarded. And to in- 
{u& the Ignorant, to rectifie the Erroneous, to 
countexrmine the Seducer, to viſit the Sick and 
Diſtreſſed, and to adminiſter ſuitable Counſel and 
Comfort to the varions Caſes of our reſpective 
Charge, requires a great deal of Study, great Ap- 


1 * plication of Mind, and no little Labour of the 
how ch Body. While the Paſtor fits ſtill in his . do 
imſelr de Wheels are moving quick within, though the 


Motion be inſenſible without. Cloſe Thinking is 
% great Wearineſs to the Fleſh, as hard Working; 
and in Fact, it is certain, that a Student is ſooner 
ethauſted by the Labours of his Mind, than a 
Hough-Man is by the Sweat of his Brows. How 
wut then, and ſpiteful is it to treat us as a lazie 


? Whit 


itle bim 
f the Pr 
ducatio 
he Worte 


an be d Order of Men, that get their living too eaſily? 
Countei Hpecially, ſince N 

cation of 5. Tbere are great Dangers, to which our Office 
lation WM erpoſes us. The Heathen perſecuting .Emperours 


took particular Care, that the Chrittian Biſhops 
and Paſtors felt firſt the Smart of their Fury : 
Butchering the Shepherds, that then they might 
more eaſily ſcatter their Flocks. - And never was 
there any Attempt made ſince againſt the Church, 
and the Religion of Chriſt, but the firſt Attempt 
lath been made on his Miniſters. And what 
Reaſon is there, That in this Caſe alone, the Poſt 
of Danger ſhould not be accounted a Poſt of Honour © 
Why thould not they be encouraged by your Love 


s one we 
: It be 
ſtence, 
junta ( 
tion m 
er to hin 
I's Servil 
8 45 {on 


aſtoral C 


other pu nd Reſpect, who when ever ſuffering Times 
diſcharge, are ſure to be the firſt Sufferers for you, and 
z that 0 br your Religion? Eſpecially, ſince 

Bil 3 
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L 10 J 
6. Their Calling in the mean Time is higbly uſeful, 
Whoever believes, that he hath a Soul to ſave or their I. 
loſe, cannot but be thankful to God for ng fr 

Heb. 13. 17. inſtituting an Order of Men on pur. Aﬀe 
poſe to watch for Mens Souls, as thoſe by the 


that muſt give an Account. As bad as the World is, thither 
it would be ten Times worſe, if there were not! that aft 
ſuch an Order, to put Men continually in Mind of worſt, 
their Duties; and ſpiritual Governours, to cenſure and a 
them for their ſcandalous Miſcarriages. And makes 
though our Inſtructions and Admonitions are but ples of 
little minded, yet the conſtant repeated Inculcation MM Manne! 
thereof will make ſomething to ſtick at the laſt; wealth, 
though not enough to make them as good as they Upo 
ſhould be, yet enough to reſtrain them from being deſpiſe 
ſo bad and miſchievous in the World, as other- to watc 
wiſe they would be. to mak. 
We are Ordained for Men in things preſent 
Heb. 5. 1. pertaining to God. From us you receire move 
the Means of your Salvation. To uM ſectua 
is committed the Word of Reconciliation. We are com. 3. 1: 
miſhoned to offer you Terms of Peace with God conſult 
We only are intruſted with the Adminiſtration off perſona 
the Goſpel Sacraments, the Seals of God's Co-M with de 


venant : And you are commanded ti uy, 

1 Cor. 4. 1. account of us as the Stewards of thoſe M. fidels, 
' fleries. Nay, to us are committed te Ruin of 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. i. e. We have plainly 
Authority from God to aſſure you the Off 
Matt. 16. 19. „jn his Name, upon your Faith and unavoic 
| % Repentance, of the Pardon of thoſe the Of 
Sins which trouble your Conſcience, and ſuch Reproat 
1 Authority as no Men beſides ug} Man's 
pf. 41. Let, © Pave. „ As Mr. Hilderſham an ad wowed 
33. Puritan of the laſt Age, expreſles him Profeſſe 
ſelf; whoſe Words, I chuſe to mak} what a 
uſe of, that you may ſee that this is no neui reforme 
Claim of High Church Men, as our modeni Society 
Slanderers ſuggeſt ; but an old Doctrine uni Juſtice 
verſally receiv'd, till Socinians and Deiſts ou would | 
their 
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their Intereſt in leſſening the Powers and detract- 


ing from the Uſefulneſs of the Prieſthood. 

Aﬀter all, is it not more eaſie to get to Heaven 
by the Help of ſpiritual Guides, than to blunder 
hither in t dark without any Guide at all? $6 
that after Profaneneſs and Scepticiſm have ſaid their 
worſt, the Order muſt be allowed highly uſeful; 
and a diſcreet, conſcientious Clergyman, who 
makes it his Buſineſs to inſtruct Men in the Princi- 
ples of Religion, and to encourage Piety and good 
Manners, is as uſeful a Member in a Common- 
wealth, as any other Perſon whatſoever. 

Upon the Whole then, is it not unreaſonable to 
deſpiſe an Order of Men inſtituted by God himſelf, 
to watch and pray, to ſtudy and labour, and all 
to make you for ever happy? But if this fair Re- 
preſentation of your Duty to God and his Clergy 
move you not, yet perhaps it may prove more e- 
ſectual to remind you of Ns 
3. Jour Duty to your ſelves, As that obliges you to 
confult the Safety of your Religion, and your own 
perſonal Safety, both of which are inconſiſtent 
with deſpiſing the Clergy. 

1. For Religion, This is one means, whereby In- 
fidels, Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks attempt the 
Rum of our Church and our holy Religion. They 
plainly foreſee that the Doctrines of our Faith, and 
the Offices of our religious Worſhip, muſt ſoon and 
unavoidably grow into Contempt, if they can make 
the Officers of Religion the general Object of Mens 
Reproach and Scorn. And it is obvious to every 
Man's Obſervation, that thoſe very Men that are 
avowed Deſpiſers of our Clergy, arè inveterate and 
profeſſed Enemies to our Religion. Conſider then 
what an univerſal Bleſſing Religion, eſpecially the 


reformed Chriſtian Religion is, as the Cement of 
Society, and the beſt Security of Order, Peace and 


Juſtice between Men; without which every Man 
would be a Beaſt of Prey to his Neighbour, and the 
r | World 


L 12 3 
World no better than an howling Wilderneſs, ; 
a very Hell, or a Region. of incarnate n 
Furies: and you muſt conclude it your Intereſt to 
ſecure this Bleſſing of Religion for your ſelves and 


rieſthood, Which to do for 
2. Tour own perſonal Safety. For the Deſpiſing of his 
Miniſters, is a Sin God will not ſuffer to go unpu- 
niſhed. For temporal Judgments, the Earth's ſwal. 
lowing up Corab and his Company; Feroboam's 
withered Arm; the 40 Children torn by two Bears, 
for ſcoffing at the Prophet; the two Captains 
with their 50, burnt by Fire from Heaven; Us 
ziab's Leproſie; with ſeveral others Recorded in 
holy Scripture, are flagrant and dread- 
Chryſ. Vol. 3- ful Inſtances. And for ſpirirual Fudg- 
os, We” ments, St. Cbryſoſtoms obſerves, that 
Due. p. 726. the Prophet Iſaiab dates the Beginning 
of his Prophecy from the Year in 
which King LUzziab dyed; where he makes this 
Remark, that Uzziab's Sin in invading the Prieſt- 
hood was puniſhed, not only on his own Perſon by 
2 Leproſie, but alſo on his People, by ſtopping the 
Spiritual Intercourſe between God and them, by 
the Gift of Prophecy, till after Uzziah's Death. 
And what more reaſonable to expect, than that 
God ſhould remove his Candleſtick from any Peo- 
ple, that contemn the Lights he hath ſet up there. 
m as ſo many ſtmking Snuffs, or endeavour to re- 
preſent them as fuch? 8 
| And for eternal Judgments St. Jude 
Jude v. 13. aſſures us, that theſe Beſpiſer of dig- 
| niuities are reſerved by God for the blackneſs 
of darkneſs for ever. And indeed what Hopes can 
there be of their Salvation, who deſpiſe the Inſtru- 
ments appointed by. God for the advancing of it ? 
No more than of the Recovery of a frantick Pa- 
tient, who ſcorns his Phyſician, contemns his Per- 
fon, and rejects and laughs at all his Preſcriptions. 
I might to all this add the Example of — wiſe 
42 E 1 2x67 a „ i | ations , 
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18 
tots, who have accounted it their Policy to 
xp up the- Honour of their Prieſts. Wi the 
wtian Hierophante, the Perfian Magi, the Dnad. 
Gaul, who were all in the higheſt Places of Dig- 
among them. And the wife Romans thought 
e Pontificate added ſuch a Luſtre to the Emperor, 
at they joyn'd it with the Imperial Dignity. 80 
hit theſe wiſe People all thought themſelves never 
tter governed, than when they were governed 
rPriefts, that is, in the Stile of Modern Buffoonry, 
hey they were Prieft-ridden. And hence we ma 
ke the Meafure of theſe Mens Politicks, as we 
z of their Piety and Morality, who, to render 
he Clergy 1 ſo loud againſt Prieſt- 
ut: And we de that though they 
all themſelves Chriſtians, yet in all theſe Reſpects 
7 fall far hort of Pagans. | 
I ſhall conclude this Head, to repreſent the Hei- 
wſneſs of this Sin, with this Remark, 
at the Prophet Hoſea being to ſet Hol. 4. 4. 
It in the moſt lively Colours the 
nnſcendent Wickedneſs of his Time, he ſays this, 
the worſt he could ſay of them, that | 
ij were lite them that contend with the Acts ;. 39. 
meſts, intimating that the moſt da- 
ing Way of fighting againſt God. 
And in Hopes every one of you is by this Time 
mvinced of the Heinoufneſs of this Sin, and ſin- 
rely deſirous to avoid the Guilt of it, I come 
laſtly to ſhew, What you are bornd to do, that it 
uy appear you do not deſpiſe the Clergy: And I ſhall 
luce all I have to adviſe you in this Caſe, to theſe 
aticulars. ; 
J. That you ponder well what hath been ſaid, to 
ger in you 2 juſt Eſteem of the miniſterial 
i | 


nction. 

IL That this inward Eſteem of the Function, 
oblige you to a conſtant and diligent Atten- 
dance on all the Miniſtrations of it: And, 

UI. To obey and ſubmit to your . 

| ors 


C14] 
ſtors in all their lawful Injunctions, ExhortMM; 
tions and Admonitions : And laſtly, 

IV. To apply your ſelves to them, as your { 
ritual Guides on all proper Occaſions; 
1. For the firft. It is not the Kinſman, it is n. 
the Scholar, it is not the Gentlemy 
Mat. 10 4. bat the Prophet, that muſt be received] 
| the name of a Prophet, the Bifliop, t 
Prieſt, the Deacon, that muſt be honoured as (ud 
and for their Offices Sake, if you expect a Prophet 
Reward. The Civilities that are paid to the Perf 
of one Clergyman tor ſome By reſpect or perſon 
Qualifications, will not attone for the Contem 
ſhewed to the Function in the Perſon of anothe 


leſtitute of thoſe perſonal Qualities. Clergymel 3. Sh 
its true are but Men, and have their Failings, the function 
Faults, as well as other Men; though neither moi hunde 
nor greater than any other Order of Men, hon of - 
ever they are multiplied and magnified by Envy an Eder th: 
III-will. But when the Perſon makes himſelf viii be not o 
the Function is not to be deſpiſed; and in that Ca conſtitu 
the Piety is greater that honours the Paſtor, eve Rule owe 
when the Man is deſpicable. Which may be dons they 
2. By aconftant and diligent Attendance on religia ae Biſh 
es, even when adminiftred by ſuch Hands. It weiſ to whon 
much to be wiſhed that all the Lord's Prieſts wer that wh 
holy, and it is doubtleſs a very great Unhappineſi not app: 
to any, to be caſt under the paſtoral Care and A neglects 
thority of one ſcandalous for his Ignorance or hi deliver 
Viees. But as Chriſt forſook not the-CommunioW not ſo e 
of the Jewiſh Church, for the Corru Obedier 
Mat. 23. 2,3. tions of its Prieſts in his Time, fo Hence do 
commanded his Diſciples to hear then and is 2 
and obſerve their lawful Injunctions, even when | rity in 


cautions them againſt imitating their WickednelYf tick di: 
Whence we may conclude it the Duty of ever civil A 
pious Chriſtian to attend on divine Offices, Lit latter ! 
nies and Sacraments, notwithſtanding the perſoni ſters. 
Faults of the Miniſter; ſince it is not from tho quite tl 
Inſtruments, but from the Inſtitutor God 3 
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at we expect the Efficacy of his own Inſtitu- 
ns. And he, ſays one, = ſet an Edge on thy 
aces, though the Whetftone he 121 
s be itſelf blunt. Noab, ſays St. N 
| 7 forſook not the Ark, be. 
cauſe unclean as well as clean Beaſts enter'd in- 
toit. ,, Nor will any wiſe Traveller leave the 
ht Road, becauſe the Mercuries or Poſts ſet u 
o direct him never move themſelves. If the 

te good, it will not be the leſs fruittul for the Fil- 
hineſs of the Hand that ſcatters it. Do you ho- 
ur God and his Inſtitutions by a devout Atten- 
lance on them, even when the perſonal Faults of 
the Miniſter diſcourages you; and you will not, 
though he to be ſure will, fare the worſe for them. 

3. Shew your internal Eſteem for the paſtoral 
function, by your chearful Obedience to all the lawful 
lyumntions, Exhortations and Admoni- , 
tions of” your Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, An 1 Tim's. Þ17, 
Elder that Reles well, is deſpiſed if he 
be not obeyed. For it is an Apoſtolical 
Conſtitution, Obey them that have the Heb. 13. 17. 
Rule over yon, and ſubmit your ſelves, 
for they watch for your Souls, Which ſhews that they 
are Biſhops and Paſtors, and not civil Magiſtrates, 
to whom the Apoſtle requires your Obedience. So 
that when they in their Canons enjoyn any Thing 
not apparently ſinful, when they exhort you to any 
neglected Duty, or reprove you for any Sin, or 
deliver their {x in any Cale of Conſcience, 
not ſo clearly determined in holy Scripture, your 


Obedience ſpeaks your Reſpect, as your Diſobedi- 
ence doth your Contempt of them and their Othce, 
and 18 an Act of Rebellion againſt Chriſt's Autho- 
nty inveſted in them. For a Rebel and a Schiſina- 
tick difter only in this, that the firſt deſpiſes God's 
dil Authority derived on the Magiſtrate, and the 
latter his Spiritual Power delegated to his Mini- 
ſters. And they that do not with the Schiſmatick 
quite throw oft their Spiritual Governours, yet if 


they 


161 
they obey not their paſtoral Exhortations and 
monitions, but continue in the Neglect of + 
Duties to which they exhort them, and to com 
the Sins for which they reprove them, they the 
by double their Guilt, by adding a Contempt 

iſt's Miniſters to their Contempt of his Lay 


And, ; W 
4. To avoid the Guilt of deſpiſing the Cler i tho Ri: 
2 — as your . 1 and Guides ” 2 — 
proper Occaſions. He puts a Slight upon his Ph wy 
= who _ not to Rim in his Neel, but rath i One : 
a ies himſelf to pretendii in Quack th; mean, L 
Himſelf u L And the general Ned ud Qui 

Je& of our People to confult us in the Affairs « themſel! 
their Souls, in Doubts and Perplexities of (f miles t 
ſcience, or to ſend for our Advice in their Sickne( me ha 
what Interpretation can be made of it, but th t War 
they have a very mean Opinion of the Means i Gentry 
ſittituted by Chriſt for their Spiritu bancur 
Mat. 12. 42. Direction? And will not the Que i Hon 
a of the South, who travelled ſo far v do i 
have her Doubts reſolved by the Wiſdom of Su ty in 
mon, riſe up in Judgment againſt thoſe who will no Gentler 
to the next Door, nor call home to their on And 
thoſe Directors of their Conſcience whom God hat u. Ape 
appointed for their Guides? We have Authority nit, 1 
from Chriſt to take Cogniſance of your ſpiritul Fault 3 
Eftate, and to aſſiſt you in examining and com- & Pres 
pleating your Faith and Repentance, till we an . ( 
ec 


approve of you, aud then in Chrift's Name pro- 
nounce your Abſolution. And as you? frequent istheil 
Application to us for this Purpoſe would tend ver nuch! 
much to your Edification and Comfort; ſo the pute 
general Neglect of it is a flagrant Inſtance of you jult Se 
deſpiſing Chriſt's Inſtitution and the - paſtoral aDiſcc 
Function. | tor de 
I need not ſure to add to theſe Particulars, that to confid 
avoid deſpiſing the Clergy, you ought to do them Ju- ,, ] 
ſirce, in paying them AP erm all their legal Dues. Clergy, 


For common Juſtice is a Piece of Reſpect due tothe to be. 
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and therefore Defrauding the Clergy of their Rights 
maſt needs be an heinous Contempt of them and 
their Office; which, in fo doing, you treat as if you 
telieved it ſo uſeleſs, as not to be worth maintain- 


thoſe Rights is not only a Piece of Juſtice, but of Re- 
ſpect too, ſhewing thereby that you think all you 
part with that Way very well beſtowed. 

One Thing more I cannot forbear to hint at, I 
mean, that ſingular Honour ſome Perſons of Rank 
and Quality have done our Function; -4 dedicating 
themſelves or ſome Branches of their illuſtrious Fa- 
milies to it. Iſaiah the Prophet was of noble Birth, 
ſome have ſaid, of the Blood Royal. And there are 
not wanting in our Days Inſtances of Nobility and 
Gentry miniſtring at God's Altar, who, as they 
honour the Prieſthood by communicating their ci- 
nl Honours to it, fo they are of all Men moſt likely 
todo it more Honour by that Courage and Fide- 
lty in diſcharging the Duties of it, wherewith the 
Gentleman will inſpire the Clergyman. 1 

And now perhaps ſome may think me to need 
an Apology myſelf, for ſaying ſo much to mag- 
nity mine own Office: But I rather think it a 
Fault in all Clergymen, that for Fear of ſeeming 
to preach for our own Intereſt, they are generally 
ſlent on this Article, and ſeldom or never remind 
our People of their indiſpenſable Duties towards us, 
&their ſpiritual Paſtors. And therefore I expect fo 
much Candcur from all that have heard me, as to 
mpute what I have ſaid to no other Motive but a 
jult Senſe of m Dow: and the Seaſonableneſs of 
aViſcourſe on this Subject in an Age ſo remarkable 
or-deſpifing the Clergy, And now I come to 
conſider my Text, 

2. In its other View, as it is a Caution to us of the 


Clergy, to behave our ſelves ſo as not to delerve 


to be deſpiſed. | 
But for this, as I have left myſelf but little 
nr” _ 


Time, 


Beggar, and the meaneſt of your Servants 5 


ing; whereas an exact and chearſul Payment of 
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Time, { I had theſe two Reaſons why 1 did &, 
the one is the Senſe I have of mine own Inability 
; to adviſe my Superĩors, and the other, 
Me. Oliver at becauſe my Text in this Reſpect hath 
N been very well improved in a Sermon 
* = 17%" preached on this Occaſion in the la 
Triennial Viſitation, and ſince printed: Which 
hath ſo far prevented me, that I need only to hint 
at a few Particulars, which you will find there 
more fully reſented both as to the Reaſons why 
we ought, and the Manner how we may behave on 
ſelves 1 as not to deſerve to be deſpiſed. 
I. Ve are obliged to conſult the Honour of our Fun 
Sion and Perſons, both from Duty and Intereſt. 
1. Duty to God and our holy Religion, to the Soul 
of others and our own, require this trom us. 
Every Slave, bought and ſold in the Market, a; 
ſoon as he became Chriſtian, was re 
2 adorn the Doctrine of God og 
| our in all things; how much maze 
then all they that are Stewards in God's Houſhold. 
A popular Courtier, who, like Abſalom, ſteals à. 
way the Hearts of his Fellow- Subjects, may prove 
rous to his earthly Soveraign; but none are 
fo ſerviceable to the ſupreme Lord of all the 
World, as thoſe Officers in his Kingdom, who win 
the Hearts of their Fellow · Subjects, and gain the 
Reſpect of all thoſe that are committed to their 
Charge, For 
This will be very conducive toward their Salva 
tion. As 4:00 Lite will make Way tor our good 
Counſel, as our Reproots will be moſt ettectu- 
al, when we live fo, as to leave them no Room to 
recrimmate. A good Lite is neceſſary to ſave ou 
own Souls, and a good Name to capacitate us to 
{ave the Souls of others. But as Duty to others, ſo 
Duty to qur ſelves obliges-us to be careful of our 
NO. 5 3 the Apoſtle * 
ons us againſt falling into Reproach, às 
. #be Snare of the . = 
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[20] 
his Hands. ' It's a far greater Difparagement 
one that undertakes the Cure of Souls, to — 
by a wicked Liſe, that he hath no Care at all « 
his own, Thoſe immoral Actions, which are be 
low the Dignity of a Man, muſt needs be a Dis 
grace to the Clergyman. Pride, Ambition, Covet 
ouſneſs, Incontinence, Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, 


the like Vices, which are Blemiſhes in any Man 3 E 
Character, muſt needs be monſtrouſſy ſcandaloul nf); 
in a Miniſter. If we would ſpeak with Authoriry !. J. 
our Saviour hath told us, it muſt „ 2. I. 

1 25 29+ He as the Scribes, whoſe Words wante( Cue. 

1 3+ 3. . . . 

a | Weight and Authority, notwithſtan I. 1 
ing the Gravity and Formality of their Addreſ 15. I 
becauſe they ſaid and did not. So far ought we t be was 
be from indulging any ſcandalous Vice, that » hirnam 
ought to abridge our ſelves of many Liberte} harp 
which are tolerable in others; which is the Rea wherec 
of thoſe Canons againſt Gaming and other Indi fm t 
cencies in the Clergy, which the Church hath ner Churli! 
grower oy abſolutely unlawtul in WM lem, 
fry * yman. A Prieſt, ſaith Salvian, and ſn 
morſe thananother Man,though his Bui dinner 
be but the ſame with theirs, | becauſe he ought to be teaches 
deal better than they. Let then our Piety, Juſti loſt, b 
Charity, Affability, Temperance, Self-denial, 2 Duty. 
other Virtues, out- ſhine others, and no body ci becam 
no body will deſpiſe us. If we joyn thereto, ment 
2. Diligence and Fidelity in our publick Mini that h. 
Diligent Teaching by Preaching and Catechizu g 
conſtant Prayers, and frequent Communion} of Lit 
make up our Liturgick Service. And if we ci the C 
chize conſtantly, and preach frequently, not melt d 
make ourſelves admired, but with an honeſt ſpe& t 
ſign to make our Hearers wiſer and better Men; ſp 
we read the Prayers with ſuch Gravity, Del even 
rateneſs, Affection, and Zeal, as may mal Speak 
© +» that they are inmwrought, and d bim. 
Nnox we from the Heart; and if we celeb 32.1 
vu. Jam: the bleſſed Euchariſt as oft as we @ % Ca 


$+ 46. conveniently have Communican 
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21. 
ih that Fervency and Flame of Devotion as be- 


umes the Nature of the Inſtitution, and the Ex- 
cellence of the Office : all good Men will account 
of us as good Paſtors, and faithful Stewards of the 


fvine Myſteries, and no Man that hath a true 


Reliſh for Religion and Devotion will deſpiſe us. 
Hpecially if we uſe, 


* 


3. Equal Diligence and Fidelity in our private Mi- 
ey and particularly, 8 

1. In our private Admonitions; and. 

2. In viſiting the Sick and Diſtreſſed under our 
(re, 

1. In our private Admonitions of Sin- 
were. Plutarch obſerves of Phocion, that Plut. in Phoe. 
he was ſo generally beloved, as to be 
firnamed the Good; and yet no Man was more 
ſharp in reproving Vice than he. The Reaſon 
whereof, he ſays, was, That his Reproots proceeded 
from the Sincerity and Courage, and not from the 
Churliſhneſs of his natural Lemper; which made 
them, ſays he, like the beſt Wine, at once both ſharp 
and ſweer, We are ſometimes afraid to reprove a 
Sinner, leſt we loſe a Friend; but Experience 
teaches us, that more Friends are got, than are ever 
loſt, by the faithtul and diſcreet Diſcharge of that 
Duty. Amaſis, who from a Captain of Robbers 
becaine the King of Egypt, after his Advance- 
ment to the Throne, enriched only thoſe Ordcles 
that had diſcovered his Robberies, and thereby dif- 
couraged him trom purſuing that wicked Courſe 
of Lite, Few are ſo hardened in Wickedneſs, but 
the Charity of a mild and prudent Reproot will 
melt down their Rage, and conſtrain them to re- 
ſpe& their compathonate Monitor. And whenever 
the ſpeaking of an unacceptable Truth vexes any, 
even then the Courage and Faithfulneſs of the 
_ will make it impoſſible for them to deſpiſe 


2. Seaſonable Vifits of the Sick and Diſtreſſed under 


gur Care, is another Part of our private 
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| ſticks, in order to preſerve your own Eſteem and 
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„ 
as obliging as the former: For in ſuch Caſes ge 
rally we Men humble and pliant; fenſible fas in g 
their own Faults, and capable of good: Counſel, Mycumcil 
alfo ſenſible of our particular Kindneſs in laying make 2 
Hold on fiich Opportunities to do them Service he dur ©: 
* A Minifter(fays the learned and pious Dr. Hanmoni ber Live 
| oe 1s a ſpiritual Nimrod, an Hunter : mn Aon t 
Ham. Yol.gq. Souls, a Prey more wild and ſubtle Atera! 
. 124. < to elude all our Stratagems to win our Pee 
e them for Heaven, than any the Wil- Numples 
«© derneſs yields. The beſt Way then to catch Which we 
te them, is to ſet on them when they are tamed Ml And no' 
Aby kan Affliction. ? And if by improving any Wl 3. Tha 
ſuch favourable Opportunities, you prove ical lecions ft 
ſul in reſcuing any one from any dangerous Er- Wy Breth: 
rour, from Schiſin, or from Immorality, you make {Way of 9: 
him your faſt Friend for ever, To this I thall only . Je * 
recommend, NB; afte 
IV. A due Care in governing well your own Dome · Wii many 
apt an 


NC 


Credit. That God never intended all his Clergy ilifed ! 
to be Monaſticks, but deſigned them to govern Fa- Y fup] 
milies as well as Churches, is maniteft from the Michl bet 
Ahpoſtles Order about Deacons, that Hunted 

Tim. 3. 3- a Deacon be one that Rules bis Children, Nn, a 


and his own Houſe well: Hence in ous 
Office for the Ordination of Deacons he promiles, 
To apply his diligence to „ and faſhion bis own Liſe, 
and his Family's according to the Doctrine of Chritt : 
Now if the firſt and loweſt Order in the Prieſt- 
hood be, much more the Superiour, under this 
Obligation, if they have a Family to Rule it well. 
God may well expect thoſe Houſes above all others 
to be Chriſtian Churches, wherein; the Worſhip 
of God is conſtantly celebrated, and more than 
ordinary Piety and Devotion exerciſed, . which he 
governs by a Prieſt, one of his own: publick Offi- 
cers. Chilo thought that Man unfit to be a Ma- 
giſtrate in Aebens, who had not karnt to govern 
at home. And Abet a Ruler of God's ch, 
ef, | was 
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0 b 


ſible I in great Danger of his Life for neglecting to 
oſel; Mircameaſe His own Son. It is not N 
lay ing make all our Domeſticks holy, but it ought to 
Service Me our earneſt Endeavour; becauſe any Scandal in 
mmond)eir Lives will be a Reflection on our Perſon and 
inter I unction too; and it will not a little facilitate our 
| ſubtle Waſtoral Work, and ſecure for us the good Eſteem 
to win WW our People, if we can make our Domeſticks 
he Wil. Wwmples to them of all thoſe Chriſtian Graces, 
» catch Which we fo earneſtly preſs upon them. 
tamed WM And now eit only remains, 
ig any WM z. That I cloſe this Diſcourſe with two Re- 
ſucceſs· N ections ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion, one to 
ous Er- Y Brethren of the Clergy, and the other to the 
u make {Wat of over reſpettive Cures, 
Il only . To ce Clergy. After all I have ſaid, or can 
Y; after all I or you can do, it will be the Lot 
Dome. many a worthy Clergyman to meet with Con- 
m and pt and Scorn, and of our whole Order to be 
Clergy Whilied by ſome baſe Men. In which Caſes, this 
rn Fa- N ſupport us, that the Apoliles themſelves, 
m the Whuchi better Men than we, were ac- 
„ that Whunted zbe f/tb. aud off- ſcouring of all 1 Cor. 4. 13. 
1/dren, Nit, and the Lord Feſws himſelf, the 
in ous Nee and High Prieft of our Profeſſion, was deſpi- 
miſes, Wd, flandered, ſpit upon, and treated 
1 Life, ich all imaginable Scorn and Con- Heb. 3. r. 
brit: apt. And are we greater than our 
Prieit- later? If then the Lot of any of us be the ſame 
r 5 01 his, let us chearfully lay hold 8 
ell. portunity to approve our 2 Cor. 6. 8. 
er ves = by diſhonour as well as by | 
hin aur, and to ſtrengthen our Title to the Bleſſing 
than Meomiſed by Chriſt to all thoſe of 


lum Men ſpeak evil faiſly for his ſake, Mat. 5. 11. 
id indeed what great Matter is it to 

ar ill Words from thoſe Sort of Men, whoſe good 
ord would be a greater Reproach. Let us faith- 
ly diſcharge the Duties df our Function, whe- 
ler publick or private, which God and his Ce | 
a 
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| 8 fo - je 1 from is; um we may never deſer 
i 4; to be Aae, and it will: alway be looked « 
7. vs „dy us bur 2 ſmall Matter to be Judged of Men 


of Maris -Judrment,' And now 
© Hebe TLaity, My earneſt requeſt is, that you rece 
© this Exthortation with Meekheſs, and conſider it with a ſerio 
3nd impartial Application . Alway remembring that this and x 
other dür publick and private Miniſtrations are ſo many Talent 
for which you are atcountable to God; and which, if you in 
well, you will never deſpiſe us, and which you can 
neglect without deſpiſing your ſelves. 4 
The great Deſign of an Epiſcopal Viſitation is, to enquire aft 
and reform all Faults in Clergy and People.” So that we can 
better help forward this good Defign, than if all Clergym; 
would live ſo as not to deſerve to be deſpiſed, * and every Ly 
mtman carry ſo as to manifeſt to all the World that be doth g. 
deſpiſe them. And I am confident there will be no where les « 
e preſented at this Viſitation, than in thoſe Pariſhes, where th 
are is taken both by Paſtor and People. 
In a Word, whoever maturely conſiders the Excellence of « 
Ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution, the regular Subordination of Patio 
to their Biſhops, and of the People to their Paſtors; and hs 
well our Offices for pub'ick Worſhip, and our Canons for Diſc 
line, are adapted for the Fdification - of every Member of th 


| Church: Whoever, I fay, fcrioufly. conſiders this, will conclud 
a * that God may juſtly expoſtulate with us as he did once wit 
5 A Iſrael by the Prophet Iſaigh What can be & 
. 2 Ifa. 5. 4. more in my Vineyard, that hath nat been done in! 
9 2 What then will become of us, if we deſerve t 
HE”; . following Exprobation ? Wherefore, when I looked that it ſho 


bring. forth.Grapes, brought it forth wild Grapes? God hath | 
ſituced, and you in this Church enjoy, Means ſufficient for yo 
Salvation; ſo that if any of you periſh, his Deſtruction will! 
juſtly charged upon his own obſtinate ſelf. | 

Reſolve then to live regularly, and to improve as in Kno 
ledge, ſo in every good Grace under that faithful Minit 
* which God hath inſtituted to help forward your Salvatio: 
x That when both Paſtor and People thall hereafter ſtand togetht 


} before Chriſt's Tribunal, he may with Joy preſent you to hi 
1 — and your common judge and Saviour, with 
1 Ila. 6 18. Lo J und the Children which the, Lord hath ti 
# "7 Rd > 4 F 


| me. Which great Happineſs, God of his inhni 
Merey vouchſate to us all both Paſtors and People, through! 


Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. To wh 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glor 


World without End. Amen. © 
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